
Reopening for worship 

My dear Friends,  

After several weeks of our churches being open for private, silent prayer we are now 

permitted to offer worship under strict Government regulations and Church in Wales 

guidance. I am writing to you now so that those who have not yet been to Church recently 

may be prepared and those who wish to come will know what to expect. Please remember 

however that there is no obligation to come at this time and anyone who is ill, vulnerable, 

shielding or isolating will be in our prayers as they of course should remain at home. Those 

with Covid 19 symptoms should not attend. Many will receive this information by email or 

online, however please pass it on to anyone you know who is not so connected. 

Said evening prayer is being conducted at St Edwards on Sunday afternoons at 3.15pm 

already. From Sunday 9th August we hope to celebrate a short, said Holy Eucharist service in 

St Margaret's at 9.30am. Both these have only been permitted following detailed risk 

assessments being completed and approved following Government regulations and Church 

guidance.  

The clergy and stewards will be on hand to guide and repeat this information to anyone who 

might attend. Before you come it would be helpful to inform the Vicar of your intention to 

come by email stewartlisk@live.co.uk or telephone 07794157604/ 02920487854 the day 

before. This is because of the limited seating arrangements in place. Also before you come 

please fill in the relevant consent form available on the Church in Wales website, Guidance 

for Holy Communion, or write your name, address and telephone number on a piece of 

paper. This will be collected on arrival and kept for 21 days then destroyed. This is to enable 

Public Health Wales statutory track and trace procedures to be followed if necessary. 

Anyone unaware of this will be asked for their details on the door. 

The church will be open and aired for 30 minutes prior to the service and afterwards. It will 

not be used for 72 hours following the service. Everyone will use provided hand sanitiser on 

entry at the porch and on exit through the choir vestry. A one way system is in operation. 

People need to keep two metres apart particularly at this time and sadly not pause for 

greeting or conversation in Church. Face coverings are to be worn by those able to do so, 

except those exempt. The votive candle stand may not be used.  

Only certain pews are available for seating and these enable us to sit two metres apart. 

Seating is available in the nave, north and south transepts. The lavatory is not available 

except for emergencies at this juncture. You may only sit with others if they are in your 

household or 'bubble'. Any children attending must stay with their families, the children's 

area is not available at this time. There is no Sunday School provision at the moment. No 

cushions or kneelers are to be used. No service sheets, books or readings will be available. 

The week's readings are in the Church in Wales lectionary and are published on the 

newsletters if you wish to read in advance. Please remain seated throughout the short 

service.  

The Vicar will conduct the service from his stall and the High Altar to preserve social 

distancing. He will be the only celebrant for the time being. He will regularly sanitise his 

hands especially before handling the Sacred vessels. He will prepare and ablute them as 

well. There are to be no servers or Eucharistic assistants. He alone will use a laminated 

plastic, wipeable altar book. There is to be no singing of hymns, chants or responses at all. 

The organ may not be played at any time. There is to be no choir. The Peace will not be 

mailto:stewartlisk@live.co.uk


exchanged in physical action but only by words. There will be no collection at the service. 

We value enormously those who have continued to give generously by standing order, direct 

debit or cheque throughout the lockdown. If you wish to leave your envelopes, there will be 

a plate available as you leave but the cash collection will not be counted for 72hours. At the 

time of administration of communion all are to remain in their seats. The Vicar will come to 

them. They are to receive in cupped hands and only the Host, the consecrated bread. If 

anyone does not wish to receive that is perfectly fine. In that case please do not offer your 

hands and the Vicar will move on. There are to be no tactile blessings on individuals but the 

sign of the cross may be made by the Priest. At the end of the service everyone should leave 

following the two metre rule through the choir vestry into the open air.  

I know that this is a very different experience than that we are familiar with in our normal 

services. However it is the next step that we are able to take. If we continue to abide by 

these rules and practices we are assured that things will improve and we will be able to 

protect each other and our loved ones. I must thank all who have helped with cleaning, 

stewarding and risk assessments so far. Any further help will be very welcome. If you have 

any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.  

Looking forward to celebrating worship again with you.  

Best wishes and prayers as ever,  

Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  

Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  

 


